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When you go to school, is there:
an ostrich making art
an armadillo learning math
a panda on the playground? 

Can a chimp pay attention  
in class? Read a book? How about you? 

Let’s explore, discover, and Think About these things!
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“Young children need reassuring, 
especially in new situations,  
and these informative and 
humorous stories are right  
on target.”
Dr. Benjamin Siegel
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Who goes to school?
Does a panda?



A panda prefers to be alone  
and would not really enjoy  

making new friends.

Don’t be silly! A panda doesn’t go to school.

Does an ostrich go to school?



An ostrich could not put his jacket 
and backpack in a cubby.

No, an ostrich could not follow  
directions from the teacher.



Compare and Contrast

For the most part, people are the only animals who go to school.  
Compare what a dog can learn at dog school to what you learn at your school:

• List 10 things a dog can learn

• List 10 things you can learn

A chimp could do some things you do at school, but not everything. 

• What are some things you can do that a chimp can’t do? 

• What are some things a chimp can do that you can’t do? 

• What are the things you and a chimp both can do?

If animals don’t go to school, what do they do all day? 

• What does a lion do? A robin?  

• What does a bumblebee do? A fish?

Research

Animals have been taught to do amazing things by people.   
Go to a library or online and find out:

• What chimps, dolphins, or horses have been taught to do.  

Some dogs go to obedience school. 

• What kinds of things do dogs learn at these schools? 

• How do their teachers train them?

Observe

Watch a toddler play with toys for fifteen minutes.  

• What did the toddler learn? 

• What did the toddler practice?

Watch a pet and see what it knows about the people and places in its home.  

• Make a list of the things it knows about eating, sleeping,    
 getting attention, or going outside.

Watch an animal in your neighborhood. 

• What are some things it can do that you can do? 

• What are some things it can do that you would like to be able to do?

Write, Tell, or Draw

Write, or tell, a story about:

• What I Learned in School Today

• What I Didn’t Learn in School Today

What kind of animal would you like to bring to school?  

• Write, tell, or draw how the animal would change the school day? 

What if chimps went to “chimp school” and you got to go, too? 

• Write about what it would be like in “chimp school” and what you might learn. 

• Draw what a chimp school would look like.
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The book compares what a panda, an ostrich, an armadillo, and a chimp  
could learn in school to what a child could learn.




