
DOgS ARE THE MOST DIvERSE   

species on the planet, with more breed  

varieties than any other animal. Thanks 

to this plenty, it’s hard to go wrong when 

choosing a dog for poor behavior, so if you 

made your choice before committing to the 

IBD way of life, don’t worry, because in 

subsequent chapters we’ll discuss ways to 

maximize any dog’s antics. If you do adopt 

your pet with the cultivation of poor behav-

ior in mind, however, you can select for 

traits and tendencies that will make your 

job significantly easier.

For those who prefer less study and work, 

there is an intuitive way to adopt a dog 
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•	 Whether	you	want	a	purebred,	a	

designer mixed breed, or a mutt.

•	 Where	to	acquire	your	dog:	pet	stores	

and puppy mills vs. animal shelters.

•	 Why	you	should	get	more	than	one	dog.

Choosing the Best Dog  
for Your Home

When adopting a dog, you’ll want to con-

sider both your physical home environment 

and your household’s lifestyle. If you live in 

a one-bedroom apartment without a yard, 

for example, opt for a dog with high exer-

cise needs so you can focus his energy on 

a host of destructive tendencies. A herding 

dog such as a border collie requires lots of 

mental stimulation, so this is the perfect 

match for someone who’s rarely at home. 

While you’re out, your border collie will 

with a high likelihood for creating chaos. 

As mentioned in chapter 2, if you choose 

your dog based not on his temperament but 

instead on what he looks like and whether 

he reflects well on you, you’ll generally 

wind up with excellent misbehavior. For 

this route, don’t read up on your prospec-

tive dog’s breed, don’t worry about where 

he comes from, and don’t question whether 

he fits your lifestyle; instead, just get him 

because he’s cute, exotic, manly, or what-

ever else floats your boat.

To go about the selection process more 

deliberately, however, whether you’re get-

ting your first, second, or even third dog, 

you’ll want to absorb the intricacies of 

breed, source, and behavioral tendencies.  

In this chapter, you’ll learn:

•	 How	to	match	your	home	environment	to	

your new pet.
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into consideration. A large, overwhelmingly 

strong breed such as a rottweiler, Dober-

man, or chow chow makes an excellent 

choice to dominate a young child.

Selecting Dog Characteristics

No matter what breeding route you decide 

to go, there are a few traits to look out for 

when selecting your dog at a breeder, pet 

store, or animal shelter. Before choosing, 

watch the dogs as they interact both with 

other dogs and with humans, and try to 

spot the following to make your choice:

•	 Sensitive	to	being	touched	or	handled.

•	 Cringe	in	response	to	human	contact.

•	 Extremely	high	level	of	activity.

•	 Aggressive	to	other	dogs;	bullying.

•	 Incessant	barking	or	yapping.

have plenty of time to explore your per-

sonal possessions. A dog such as a terrier, 

bred for hunting small game, will shine in 

a household full of cats. When considering 

buying a dog for a young child, take size 

When you choose a 
name for your IBD, 
you could choose 
a fancy American 
Kennel Club (AKC) 
name such as “Cham-
pion Gold Mine Dia-
mond Precious Tam 
O’Shanter,” which 
your dog will never 
learn. Or, pick from 
among the most pop-
ular monikers. When 
you go to a busy park 
and call your dog, any 
number of dogs will 
become confused 
and ill-behaved! 

IBD Naming Protocols

Male Female

1 Max Maggie

2 Jake Bear

3 Buddy Molly

4 Bear Shadow

5 Bailey Lady

6 Shadow Sadie

7 Sam Lucky

8 Lucky Lucy

9 Rocky Daisy

10 Buster Brandy
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to the IBD, we make a subtle modification: 

there’s no such thing as a well-behaved dog, 

only a bad owner. Thinking in this way will 

prove liberating as you agonize over which 

pet to adopt. It’s true that selecting for 

certain characteristics will indeed simplify 

the process of instilling IBD behaviors, 

but if you are diligent and skilled in your 

approach, you will be able to turn any good 

dog bad. That said, there are some tenden-

cies to consider when choosing your adop-

tion approach.

•  Purebreds: With purebreds, you can 

bank on known tendencies arising  

from centuries of breeding for particu-

lar purposes. If you really want to excel 

with an IBD, purebreds are the safest 

choice, especially if you go with an 

unreputable breeder, pet store, or puppy 

mill (see below).

•	 Pacing.

•	 Cowering	in	the	corner.

•	 Obsessive	paw	licking.

In addition to observable activity, when 

you talk to the people from whom you are 

adopting, keep your ears open for dogs that 

are described as “protective.” If a dog has 

a history of being in multiple homes, you 

can practically bet on a wide range of poor 

behavior. Finally, a dog with a “Caution” 

sign on his kennel is always a great choice. 

By keeping your eyes open and your intu-

ition keen, you’ll no doubt spot the seeds of 

poor behavior to start your journey.

Purebred, Hybrid, or Mutt?

It is said that there’s no such thing as a 

bad dog, only a bad owner. When it comes 
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a mixed-breed IBD, be sure to research 

the character traits of each of the pure-

bred ingredients in order to maximize 

the potential for poor behavior.

•	 Mutts: When you adopt a dog about 

whom you know nothing of its lineage, 

you’re flying blind with respect to ill 

behavior. For all you know, your new pet 

could turn out to be the most mellow, 

obedient dog of all time. For that reason, 

purebreds continue to be the most 

assured route to the IBD. However, if 

•	 Hybrids: Hybrids are deliberately 

mated purebreds, an increasingly popu-

lar trend of late. For example, the Lab-

rador retriever plus the poodle creates 

the Labradoodle, originally combined to 

create hypoallergenic guide dogs, while 

the puggle (pug plus beagle) is just plain 

cute. Until a type of dog “breeds true,” 

meaning two individuals of the same 

breed consistently produce offspring 

typical of that breed, it is considered 

a mixed breed or hybrid. While these 

dogs are intended to reflect the desired 

traits of each breed, fortunately for the 

IBD lover, this plan often works in just 

the opposite way. Weimardoodles, for 

example, can often exhibit the neurotic 

and clingy traits of the Weimaraner 

along with the intelligence and stub-

bornness of the poodle. When choosing 

In 2005, a pack of angry Chihuahuas attacked a 
police officer in Fremont, California. After escort-
ing a teenager home from a traffic stop, the 
officer was charged by five Chihuahuas at the 
boy’s front door. The dedicated public servant 
sustained multiple bites to his ankles and was 
treated at a local hospital.

IBD Hall of Fame: Chihuahua Attack
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The Most Popular Breeds— 
How Do They Stack Up for IBD?

Breed Rating IBD Characteristics

Border 
collie

Prone to all sorts of neurotic 
behavior when living in homes 
without sheep. Intelligence 
leads to unparalleled inven-
tion of never-before-seen ill 
behaviors. 

Chihuahua

Extremely prone to aggres-
sion. Can be antisocial and 
high-strung. Frequent yippish 
barking.

Jack  
Russell  
terrier

High prey and dominance 
drives. High activity level.  
Frequently obnoxious. Requires 
little work to create IBD.

Weimaraner

Extremely neurotic: separation 
anxiety, destructiveness, obses-
sive tendencies, and overall 
anxiety. High activity level.

Boxer

High prey and defensive drives 
due to former police-dog role. 
Quick to develop neurotic 
behaviors like separation 
anxiety.

Cocker  
spaniel

Due to 1950s popularity, often 
inbred and prone to snappy, 
dominance-related aggres-
sion problems combined with 
timidity, known as “shy-sharp.” 
Puppy-mill dogs prone to wide 
array of neuroses.

you have a mutt already or believe in 

rescuing an unwanted animal, with the 

help of this book, you’ll be able to nur-

ture frenzy and lack of control in any 

dog. You can increase your IBD odds by 

adopting with any eye toward certain 

characteristics, however, as outlined fur-

ther below.

The Purebred IBD

When choosing the breed for your new IBD, 

there’s no shortage of expertise to rely upon. 

With many years of selective breeding and 

behavior observation, you can be relatively 

certain to adopt a dog with the advertised 

traits. It’s especially important with pure-

breds to buy from pet stores or industrial 

breeders, as outlined further below.
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Hybrids: Worst of Both

Designer mixed breeds are the hottest new 

trend. The American Canine Hybrid Club, 

established in 1969, lists almost 450 crosses 

ranging from the affenpoo (affenpinscher 

+ poodle) to the zuchon (shih tzu + bichon 

frise). The -oodle mixes in particular offer 

up endless genetically predisposed IBD pos-

sibilities. Here are some crosses to consider:

•	 Morkie: Maltese + Yorkie. Definitely a 

good choice for the accessory-conscious, 

this hybrid incorporates the flightiness 

of Yorkshire terriers with the fleecy, 

easily tangled hair of the Maltese. Both 

are high-strung, yippy breeds, so IBD 

possibilities are doubled.

•	 Chiranian: Chihuahua + Pomeranian. 

A fantastic choice for the IBD aficionado, 

this dog retains all the desirable IBD 

The Most Popular Breeds— 
How Do They Stack Up for IBD?

Breed Rating IBD Characteristics

Yorkshire  
terrier 

(Yorkie)

Bossy, yappy, stubborn, and  
notorious for lack of housebreak-
ing skill.

Beagle

generally placid and docile. Can 
be encouraged to howl. Strong 
pack drive can lead to separation 
anxiety. Wanderlust. Puppy-mill 
breeding produces snappiness.

Doberman  
pinscher

High prey, high arousal, and 
high defense drives, but intel-
ligence and intuition mean that 
hard work is required to produce 
Doberman IBD.

Golden 
retriever

With high food and social drives, 
can produce good IBDs as long 
as not accidentally encouraged 
to behave. Particularly adept at 
pulling on leashes and leaping on 
strangers.

German  
shepherd

Well-bred specimens make for 
poor IBDs, so avoid unless from 
poor breeding stock, which will 
result in high defensiveness and 
aggression fueled by intelligence.

Labrador 
retriever

Sadly, most popular dog in 
America. Bred to be submissive 
and well-behaved. Choose from 
hunting rather than show lines 
due to greater energy and higher 
arousal levels.
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care and socialization with humans are 

kept to an absolute minimum during the 

most important imprinting phase of puppy 

development, five to six weeks of age. Addi-

tionally, puppy mills are not rigorous about 

their breeding protocol, so the likelihood of 

recessive genes that can contribute to poor 

behavior is increased.

Try to patronize pet stores that avoid ques-

tions about where they buy their puppies 

or those staffed by teenagers who know 

nothing about the dogs’ origins. Or, you can 

bypass pet stores entirely. Puppy mills now 

advertise online and will ship your new dog 

directly to you.

Above all, avoid breeders who seem knowl-

edgeable about and caring toward their 

dogs, especially those who quiz you exten-

sively about what kind of home you want to 

traits of the Chihuahua (aggressiveness, 

inbreeding) and throws in the belliger-

ence and dominance of the Pomeranian.

•	 Borderstaffy: Border collie + Stafford-

shire terrier. What could be better than 

a pit bull who’s really, really smart?

Puppy Mills and Pet Stores: 
Your Best Resources

Pet stores almost always have suitable can-

didates for an IBD because these puppies 

are almost always purchased in bulk from 

puppy mills–breeding facilities in which 

“Dachshunds are ideal dogs for small children, as 
they are already stretched and pulled to such a 
length that the child cannot do much harm one way 
or the other.”

—Robert	Benchley

Canine Quip




