1.

It is said that the Dutch painter Pieter Cornelius Mondrian banned the colour green from his house. He only used reds, blues and yellows, the fundamental, primary colours in his paintings. He drew black lines across white backgrounds, forming beautiful rectangular structures; he never used curves or diagonals. Can you do it?

2.

Paul Klee didn’t become a musician as his father wished. He made his living as a draughtsman and, when he was 35, while he was travelling through the north of Africa he discovered colour. His works are small poems in which he tries to make the invisible visible. He used to say that drawing was ‘taking a line for a walk in order to establish order within movement’, and also that rainbows were the culmination of all colourful things, that the colours didn’t sing in a single voice but rather in harmonies of three voices… He defined himself as a bewildering person … Do you think that he is like that?

3.

In just ten years as a painter Vincent Willem van Gogh made a little over 900 paintings. However, although he only sold one during his lifetime, today his works are among the most highly valued in the world. Their vibrant colours and the rhythm of their brushstrokes influenced a large number of artists.

He used to paint the stars at night to help him find peace in his spirit. Have you ever painted the stars?

4.

Leonardo di Ser Piero da Vinci was born in 1452. It is said that when he was still a baby, a falcon flew over his cot and brushed his face with its tail feathers. He was one of the most inquisitive minds in all humanity. He was a mathematician, mechanic, musician, physician, biologist, chemist, metallurgist, carpenter, sculptor, engineer, architect, geologist, optician, botanist, cartographer, philosopher, astronomer, cook, draughtsman, luthier, designer and a great inventor…. And what’s more, of course, an unequalled painter. 

5.

Henri Robert Marcel Duchamp was an ideas’ machine. When he was young he failed the École des Beaux-Arts exam. Although he made few paintings and they are all very different, they are essential for understanding of modern art. Through the use of successive superimposed images he represented movement. He created ready-mades: sculptures made from everyday objects such as snow shovels, urinals or just a comb. His bicycle mounted on a kitchen stool is one of the first examples of kinetic art, in which the work moves or seems to move. He simply enjoyed seeing the works’ movement. He was interested in man’s wasted energies: the pressure on an electric switch, the growth of hair and nails, fear’s impulsive movements, laughter, tears falling, the demonstrative gestures of hands, hard looks, stretching, sneezes, the swirl of rebellious hair, the noise of blowing one’s nose, snoring…

Some people think that his work mocks the spectator. He defined himself as a buffoon.
6.

Joaquín Torres García was a tireless traveller as well as an incredible painter. He was born in Uruguay and travelled the world before returning to his birthplace and leaving a unique legacy. It is said that he was born a painter, that’s all. In 1917 he set up the Aladdin Toy Company, a wooden toy manufacturer, with the aim of using his paintings on the products. What interested him most were children, watching them play and share their toys. His painting is simple and was inspired by the rhythm of modern cities. He was interested in everything: the sky, the front of a house, train engines, the boats in the port, streets, shops and factories became his favourite subjects. He didn’t think of himself as an artist or painter, but as a constructor. He drew the world map upside down because he said that his North was the South…. Where is your North?

7.

Joan Miró i Ferrà’s works showed his profound interest in dreams, the infantile and his land. He drew from his memory images that are true visual poems. In 1940 he moved to Normandy to flee from the war. There his works took on new forms; the night, music and stargazing were his sources of inspiration. He produced small paintings on wet and crumpled paper that he called ‘constellations’. Some of his favourite subjects were stars, women and birds. He said that he never dreamt when he was sleeping, only when he was awake.

Did you know that you don’t have to go to bed to dream…

8.

Keith Haring was born at the time when man started to travel into space. Television, comics, science fiction, robots, disco music and rap stimulated a large part of his work. He constructed his images with think black strokes on multiple supports: paper, plastic canvas, thick walls, cars, furniture, clothing, small chalk boxes, street signs, vases, copies of classical sculptures, magazine pages, whole rooms, fridge doors and even human bodies! His contribution to the world was his ability to draw. He wanted to draw as much, and for as long, as possible; he was happiest when he was working. His most well-known image is the ‘radiant baby’, the figure of a crawling baby emitting rays that represent life, energy and the positive side of humanity. He believed, like we do, in art’s power of transformation.

